142 FREHZC TR BESUEIIEIRE 4328 20154
MR/ — bk
1878 4 31 JJ EHEE W0 A > FERM L E O AT
— [FHFE] O0FFLZO > T —

Tk B T

SR - AETRRAAER - ANIATE 2R - HES R

A Study on Handbook to the British Indian Section of
the Paris Exhibition of 1878:

— Regarding the meaning of ‘handwork’ ——

Chikako Hiramitsu

Department of Human Life Studies, Faculty of Human Life and Science,
Doshisha Women's College of Liberal Arts, Associate professor

Abstract

The Handbook to the British Indian Section of the Paris Exhibition of 1878 was written by
George Christopher M. Birdwood. The present study provides a glimpse of Birdwood's view of
the art industry at that time with regard to ‘handwork’. A tendency toward protecting native
Indian traditions had arisen in the international exhibitions after the Indian mutiny. The
design reform movement had viewed Indian ornamental styles as among the fine native
ornamental styles applicable a universal theory of design. Indeed, by the late nineteenth
century, most experts in England recognised the excellence and high value of the Indian art
industry.

Similarly, Birdwood thought Indian handicraft manufacturing was a kind of true art that
supported a theory of perfect design and the legacy of tradition. Handwork was one of the
symbols of India’s mythical history. For Birdwood, mechanization, which was rapidly replacing
handwork at that time, was a social and moral evil. Strictly speaking, however, handicraft
manufacturing in India was being replaced not only by machine manufacturing but by English
machine-made textiles. In other words, Indian handwork was threatened by the imperial
market economy. Birdwood, however, passes over this fact in the handbook. This contrasts
with John F. Watson’s report on textile manufacturing in India, which makes the point more

clearly.
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