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Abstract
Nothing expresses the essence and thinking of classical Chinese culture and litera-

ture better than the palindrome, although palindromes themselves are not highly ranked.

Exhibiting the tendency of classical Chinese literature to present everything in dyads,

and to highly value the never-ending cycle between two poles, palindromes are also recog-
nized in the iconography of the Book of Changes (I Ching, %#%), in which the symbols of
the 64 hexagrams are arranged as iconographic palindromes. It might be said that these
64 hexagrams represent the “Mandala” of Chinese cosmology. This paper examines and
discusses the hypothesis that if it is true that a palindrome is hidden in this Mandala,
then not only Chinese cosmology, but Chinese literature in its entirety as a cultural con-

cept is characterized by the phenomenon of the palindrome.
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