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Abstract
This paper discusses the traditional use of birds in fortune-telling in China and Ja-

pan, and the Chinese characters used in this custom. Fortune-telling through birds, intro-

duced from China into Japan between the latter part of the Jomon period and the Yayoi

period, remains popular in both countries, particularly in the south of Changjiang. The

custom also endures in Shanchao and Zhouchao, where Chinese characters originated

and were developed, and its history can be traced in Chinese characters.

Shizuka Shirakawa has systematized and explicated each Chinese character used in

bird fortune-telling, developing a seminal methodology in the study of ideograms. In this
paper, I choose some of the characters included in his research— [ &5 |- [fE]- [0 | - [HfE] -
(4] - B - [J&] - [8t] —and examine the etymology of each through a historical inves-
tigation of the old Chinese custom using Shirakawa’s methodology in order to reevaluate

the explication of the selected Chinese characters.
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