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Designs and Lacquer Culture Seen in Combs
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Abstract : The history of combs in Japan is long, including the appearance of red lacquered decorative

combs in the Jomon period, and great developments in design in the Edo period. This research considers

the meaning of combs, focusing on women’s combs and showing the development of comb design in rela-

tion to lacquer and hairstyles. Decorative combs are seen in the hairstyles (topknots) of the Jomon and Edo

periods, while practical fine-toothed combs were used in periods when long flowing hair was in fashion.

The combs made use of such advanced lacquering techniques and became elaborate and refined in the Edo

period. Lacquer became a symbol of strong spiritual power. In addition, red and black of lacquer were

thought to ward against evil spirits. Combs were also believed to have mystical powers, for hair was

thought to have spiritual power. The desire to combine the various powers associated with combs and to

absorb their strong “life protecting” power into one’s self can be said to have produced these beautiful lac-

quered decorative combs.
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