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Research on Lessons Aimed Fostering Global Citizenship in Education for
Sustainable Development in an Elementary School

Summary

This research suggests curriculum improvement for making lesson plans to share global issues,
live together and fostering global sicitizenship in an elementary school where many children have
roots connecting to foreign countries and diverse cultural backgrounds.

Many of the learning activities for fostering global citizenship are not part of the formal national
curriculum. So it is difficult to take a continuous implementation in school. For maintaining
continuous and systematic efforts it is indispensable to position fostering global citizenship in the
school curriculum.

In order to achieve this purpose, this research improves the school curriculum, practices
lessons, and investigates changes in learners’ learning. Such curriculum is able to make from the
viewpoint of fostering global citizenship in related to subjects such as social studies, Japanese
language, foreign language,the period for integrated studies and school events and so on.

The content of this research consists of the purpose and plan of this study, four lessons practices
for international understanding and two lesson practices on learning coomunities aimed fostering
global citizenship, and the results and analysis of awareness surveys.
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Four perspectives for developing global citizenship

Students who respect themselves can also

respect their friends. Students trying to find
out about their friends sitting next to them
can imagine people living on the other side
of the globe.

Students can develop abilities to see what
is happening in the world from a local
perspective.

Students can develop abilities to think about
things both of local community and of the
world from a global perspective.

Know the diversity of the world

By realizing that a comfortable and
convenient life comes at the expense of
someone, students can foster empathy to
lives of people around the world.
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