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A Study of the Origin and Early Development
of The Hozu River Rapids Boat Tours in Kyoto
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LIZHAREERE DT 72,

The Rapids.

A most delightful day may be spent in a trip to “Kameyama and down the rapids of
the Oigwa. Kameyama was formerly a place of some importance, the residence of a
daimio, and boasted a castle and keep of considerable strength.

The castle was pulled down last year, but the moat and a part of the walls are still left.
It is situated in the province of Tamba, about six ri from Kioto, to which there is a fine
broad road over the hills. Jinrikisha can be engaged at Kioto to go all the way to Ka-
meyama, although there are one or two stiff climbs up which the traveler will find it
necessary to walk. On reaching Kameyama he can either make at once for the river,
hire a boat, put his jinrikisha on board, and proceed on his journey to “Arashiyama,
partaking of what refreshments he may have brought with him on board ; or he can go
to one of the numerous tea-houses with which the town is provided, and partake of
luncheon before going on board, In either case the boat establishment opposite the old
castle site is recommended as the best place to hire a boat, for if taken lower down the
stream the traveler enters the rapids at once and loses the advantage of the contrast of
a little smooth sailing first. The boats used for the passage are about forty feet long

and from seven to eight feet beam, and in describing the trip “we do not think we can

do better than quote from an account written by one of the first travelers who made the

journey in 1876— “We start at a quarter to one o’clock, the first mile of our journey

being down the plain, when we enter a narrow gorge, where the river becomes rocky
and the current rapid. A man then takes his place at the bow, with a bamboo, and to
him and the man at the stern is left the management of the boat, little propelling power

being needful. “We had been informed by a friend that an accident never had occurred

to one of these boats, but even with that comforting assurance we could hardly divest

ourselves of some slight fears as we saw the boat rushing at an alarming rate to what
appeared certain destruction on the rugged rocks which seemed to encircle us on every
side, but with a prod of the bamboo in front and a judicious use of the yulo behind, we

managed to escape every danger, seemingly by a miracle. We hardly know anything
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more magnificent in its way than this river gorge. The high banks on its sides are

beautifully wooded, and as it twists and turns in all directions, “we appear to be en-

tirely surrounded by rugged rocks and verdant hills-the verdure being slightly relieved

by the bloom of the azaleas which are sprinkled over rock and hill- with what is al-

most a roaring cataract under our feet. Our boat grazes the rocks occasionally, but she
suffers little damage, only springing a slight leak at her stern, which is caulked at one
of the quiet pools between the rapids. After a delightful passage of about two hours
and a quarter we come to the end of our river journey at Arashiyama.” The time occu-
pied over the descent varies according to the quantity of water in the river, and is gen-
erally done much quicker than on the above occasion, when the river was rather low.
On reaching Arashiyama, the return to Kioto may be accomplished in about one hour
in jinrikisha.

If there is a large party going and none of them are averse to a walk of a few miles
through a delightful country, the jinrikisha can be discarded at Kutsukake and the re-
minder of the journey accomplished on foot. It will be necessary in this case to send
the jinrikisha to Arashiyama to wait the arrival of the boat, as they are difficult to be
got there, of course reserving as many of the coolies as are necessary to carry provi-
sions and all supplies. By adopting this mode the expense of an extra boat may be
saved, as the jinrikisha take up a good deal of room and are often in the way. (1878,

38-39)
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