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Current Directions of Foreign Care Workers in Taiwan :

Implications for Long-Term Care Policy

" K F£ B
(Yoshinobu MIYAMOTO)

Abstract : The purpose of this article is to present detailed information about the recent trends and current
working condition of home-caregivers from Southeast Asia who work in Taiwan, and discuss Taiwanese
government policy regarding them at this turning point.

The elderly population in Taiwan is estimated to reach 38.2% in 2055, surpassing that of Japan. Cur-
rently, there are about 250,000 migrant long-term care workers, with 92.8% of them being home-caregiv-
ers. Almost all of them are beginner level care workers. With the enforcement of the Long-Term Care
Service Law in 2017, the working environment of home-caregivers has started to undergone significant
change. The law aims to expand community-based home care services, and envisions the institutionaliza-
tion of the Long-term Care Insurance Law in the future.

Based on the field survey, the study shows three findings : (1) The demand for beginner level foreign
home-caregivers is decreasing through the tightening and unifying of caregiver qualifications ; (2) The
demand for the foreign outreach care workers with midrange skills is expanding as a result of government
policy ; (3) To solve the institutional challenges that foreign care workers are facing, the government has

changed its policy to secure foreign personnel with midrange skills.

Key words : foreign care workers in Taiwan, Long-Term Care Service Law, midrange-skilled foreign per-
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