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Kantan-fuku for Children and the Home Tailoring of Western-style Clothes
from the Late Taisho to the Early Showa Era

BEOAR M F
(Junko FUJIMOTO)

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to gain a specific understanding of the characteristics of Kantan-
fuku for children, and to discuss its impact on everyday clothing life during the transition from Japanese-
style to Western-style clothing. Kantan-fuku means simple clothes ; it is the basic line of the original pat-
tern for clothing. Through analysis of illustrations and text on Kantan-fuku from four books on how to
make children’s clothes in the Shufu no Tomo “Jitsuyd hyakka sdsho” series, published from the end of
the Taisho era to the beginning of the Showa era, the characteristics of items, shapes, and composition
were investigated. In addition, it was found that one type of Kantan-fuku dress was made according to the
explanations in the materials, reproducing the shape of the tailoring. Kantan-fuku largely consists of
dresses for girls in summer. These are loose and easy to move, but lack the beauty of the three-dimen-
sional shapes typical of Western clothing. The pattern was more similar to the composition of Japanese
clothing than Western clothing. While making use of previous sewing experience, Japanese housewives
unfamiliar with Western tailoring could take on the challenge easily. In an age when most children’s cloth-
ing was sewn at home, the introduction of Kantan-fuku was an opportunity to promote the Westernization

of everyday clothes.

Key words : Kantan-fuku, Western-style clothes making, children’s clothes, late Taisho era, early Showa

era
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