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Abstract

Jay Rubin, professor emeritus of Harvard University, is one of the
premier translators of Japanese literature into English today. He has
translated two books by Natsume Soseki and is one of the main
translators of fiction by Haruki Murakami. He has also translated
short stories by Akutagawa Ryunosuke and recently edited an
anthology of Japanese short stories as well as publishing his own
debut novel. He has authored several books of criticism and is
currently working on a compilation of Noh dramas in English. In
this lecture, given at Doshisha Women’s College in October 2018, he
discusses how he sees the role of the translator and the translator’s
relationship to the authors he is translating, living (Murakami) or
dead (Soseki). The lecture was followed by a lively question-and-
answer session. Prior to the lecture, Prof. Rubin showed several
photographs of places connected to Natsume Soseki in Tokyo, but
that discussion has been omitted here for reasons of space. (Transcribed
by Junko Rouach.)
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Naoko might have been angry with me because I, and not she,
had been the last one to see Kizuki. That may not be the best
way to put it, but I more or less understood how she felt. I
wanted to understand how she felt. But finally, no matter what
I wanted to feel, what had happened had happened, and there
was nothing I could do about it.
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I would have traded places with her if I could have, but
finally, what had happened had happened, and there was
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nothing I could do about it.
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