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Abstract

This short research report will show a possible interpretation of a
female character, Bathsheba Everdene, through a consideration of her
physical appearance, including clothing, hairstyle, and facial features.

Bathsheba Everdene, a main character in Far From the Madding
Crowd (1874), one of the early novels of Thomas Hardy (1840-1928),
seems to be constrained and tamed within the feminine vulnerability
and weakness gendered in the framework of the 19th-century
Victorian sexual code. At the same time, however, we can discover
plural implications in her appearance through Hardy’s intentional
device of providing ‘a double’ so that tough Bathsheba is assimilated
and solidified with a minor character, frail Fanny Robin. Bathsheba’s
ambivalence represented as a Pieta may illustrate a woman who is
not static but in process, in other words, “woman as an open-ended
becoming” (Moi, 83).
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She was sitting on the floor beside the body of Troy, his head
pillowed in her lap, where she had herself lifted it. With one
hand she held her handkerchief to his breast and covered the
wound, though scarcely a single drop of blood had flowed, and
with the other she tightly clasped one of his.... Bathsheba
was astonishing all around her now, for her philosophy was
her conduct, and she seldom thought practicable what she did
not practice. She was of the stuff of which great men’s
mothers are made. She was indispensable to high generation,
hated at tea parties, feared in shops, and loved at crises.
Troy recumbent in his wife’s lap formed now the sole
spectacle in the middle of the spacious room. (Chap.54, 380-
381) [FHrIF4EE]
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Zob L, MEDOBERFKNPOMMINIIZD, NATNFRO FICFA
T, TDOEIE HEORWEAR 7 E Y] (“a shapeless heap of
drapery,” Chap.54, 383) L EHEIINLTWS, ZOMEIL BADT 7 =—
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Until she had met Troy, Bathsheba had been proud of her
position as a woman; it had been a glory to her to know that
her lips had been touched by no man’s on earth — that her
waist had never been encircled by a lover's arm. She hated
herself now. In those earlier days she had always nourished a
secret contempt for girls who were the slaves of the first good-
looking young fellow who should choose to salute them....

Diana was the goddess whom Bathsheba instinctively
adored.... O, if she had never stooped to folly of this kind,
respectable as it was, and could only stand again, as she had
stood on the hill at Norcombe, and dare Troy or any other
man to pollute a hair of her head by his interference! (Chap.41,
286) [THIFEEE]
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EOEK (BH) ZARVARRE DO, IEREEO AT 7 L OfEER 0
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(“Men be such a terrible class of society to look at a
body,” Chap.12, 121) £ - TWAH, ZOFHEL, [R5E /Abhos#]
EVWIHI Vv F—OEREEEENVY TR D TH D (West and
Zimmerman, 146), B B2 P ARR L ANOKBLFEICEB L, &R
DFICRENTRELZBBHL T D,
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BRYRELZWECE Y SZTHN TS, brA DT =5 1 v ¥ 2 R
ROWETH S,

Troy scrutinized her cheek as lit by the candles, and watched
each varying shade thereon, and the white shell-like sinuosities
of her little ear.... he looked at the fair hand, and saw the
pink finger-tips, and the blue veins of the wrist, encircled by a
bracelet of coral chippings which she wore: how familiar it all
was to him! (Chap.50, 352-353)

FATVIN - AT 7%, HD TR ZEITAR U ARETWKIREZH
DOPEEEBIEL/NERE L L TIRA, MEOHREZOZERTLI L%
HLATND,

the clothes she had worn on the hill were by association
equally with her person included in the compass of his
affection; they seemed at this early time of his love a
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necessary ingredient of the sweet mixture called Bathsheba
Everdene. (Chap.4, 61)

NAVANHE S, ZORETHO—HELEBEZLTWerH, R—L Ry Y K
DZBROFBFRNCE L TRBIF2IRIE TR S Z L IXTE RNV EHRZ > T
% L (Chap.9, 104), NFRETH S D b D2 L b E - T (Chap.52,
362) . /NI TIERDOEEK L FE, REE BZRORGIIAZFITH L 3],
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An observer must have been very close indeed to discover that
the forms under the umbrellas were those of Oak and
Bathsheba, arm-in-arm for the first time in their lives, Oak in
a greatcoat extending to his knees, and Bathsheba in a cloak
that reached her clogs. Yet, though so plainly dressed, there
was a certain rejuvenated appearance about her.... Repose
had again incarnadined her cheeks; and having, at Gabriel’s
request, arranged her hair this morning as she had worn it
years ago on Norcombe Hill, she seemed in his eyes
remarkably like the girl of that fascinating dream, which,
considering that she was now only three or four-and-twenty,
was perhaps not very wonderful. (Chap.57, 399) [ F#iZ4E#]
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TWb LR E S, ZORPE, TRORWKIROPTZED ] L L TH
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R - FEERBL T, ARV ANEBONOHISEARTHZ kT, #
VI MELE N EBILEEBRTLZELARETHS 5, ZiickoTHY
7 OFEEE QRSB N 2B OLELEEZ0061, &b, 7r=—1¢
OMF B2 L FUBIZ & > TR ADBBIZ b DI, B0, *
IMDHIMHEA D LTHHREOER T ®H L., TOEKT, N2V NTEM
BILEE > TV A LETIEARL, BREOTICho TRET LML bE X5,
A=+ —)L® The Second Sex (1949) Z#FHEWRLIZrV /)L - EADE
HEREYZ2512, (25 b0r LTHANZIRIICH 5% (“woman as
an open-ended becoming,” Moi, 83) & L T, BN 7= R REM: 2 F 2 7=
GFHETHD, LEZDZELAERTHD,
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1) s TS a2 T 7 7=— - rEr i) HhilbiddesrEmss
W TS 0 RER 28N T 12OV T D103 B, FTMEEFEREE, 20164 :
37-59.
2) Lo 1 ZFoME FULRLEZEZ T T8\ T, MR EE L S iz
DT 7 ==, NAYNLDORUL & LREOIEEZET (FERTIERWA),
FRWIFFEIC 72> TV Z E ZBIREL 72,
ol EFEF TR, TRV ER, fifao XWEE, B (“the crimson jacket,”
“her bright face,” “dark hair,” Chap.l, 43-44; “black hair,” “a red
jacket,” Chap.2, 52) 22BhpE > T, [HFOREMAL (“touching her fingers,”
Chap.3, 59). [Fo s FE oMt (“her modulations,” “the young
woman’s wrist,” Chap.7, 83-84), [HZ LMD IA, TR EHEEDTEH
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DI (“the roundness of her chin and throat,” “the side of her eyelids,
eyes, and lashes, and the shape of her ear,” Chap.17, 143), THWF, E
VIO L IEOF W= F ] (“the fair hand,” “the pink finger-tips,
and the blue veins of the wrist,” Chap.50, 352-353)., [ififad LV VEE IR

(“her red cheeks and lips,” Chap.23, 176). TFRWE LI (“the
remarkably pleasant lips and white teeth,” Chap.3, p.3, 57; “her cherry
lips,” Chap.15, 134; “the white row of upper teeth, and keenly-cut lips,”
Chap.19, 153), [z <1i%)] (“the irrepressible dimplings of merriment,”
Chap.26, 192), E&E L& XF| (“the mazy skeins of her shadowy hair,”
Chap.23, 176; “a small coil of hair,” Chap.41, 283), =L 4 > b 72T HEAR)
(“a new riding-habit — the most elegant she had ever worn,” Chap.19,
151; “her new riding-habit of myrtle-green,” Chap.22, 172)., [HTIEHL
W72 | (“the extreme poverty of the woman’s garb,” Chap.39, 274)
2L FORNTEET TV LY A3,
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