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Abstract

In Willa Cather's My Mortal Enemy (1926), the author describes
various opposite images such as poverty and wealth, single life and
matrimony, Europe and America, Catholicism and Protestantism, love
and hostility, and youth and age, through the heroine’s life. As for
these pairs of opposite notions, it can be thought that one notion
sometimes is the root of the other. And the heroine’s life can be
explained by these opposite notion. Myra Henshawe, the heroine,
desires a rich and happy life but feels lonely at last. This essay aims
to explore the meaning of Myra’s loneliness.

Myra prefers poor artistic friends to rich people with money, and
kindly takes care of her young friends. However, she is satisfied with
her friends only when she is richer and stronger than them.
Moreover, she always wants to live in high society and desires to be
richer. Although her husband has a steady job till her later years, she
cannot be satisfied with her plain life and feels unhappy. Her
ambition for money and a materialistic life prevents her from realizing
a realistic life for her.

While Myra longs for her past life and feels unhappy, her husband,
Oswald, can positively accept all his life and reality. His positive way
of thinking makes Myra lonelier. Myra can neither make money by
herself nor abandon her wunrealistic ambition. Her loneliness
symbolizes the weakness of the people like her.
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% The Professor’s House (1925) X°, Death Comes for the Archbishop (1927)
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WZholzis, 7HTAY Y FOBTTHD Oswald & OREEE % SO S 41,
KB DER BB EOHG 205 2 L LH| &2 12 Oswald & DOFEHE %
PEEEN

&2 AN Myra 3 ZDNEDOHRBZEOEIIZE VT Nellie 12 “I should
have stayed with my uncle. It was money I needed. We've thrown our
lives away.” (75) LB D, DO TCOHEGO NEDEIRE &TRIET D fiaw 12
FoTwh, LALDL Myra BPRBRXDOEIANIHE- THE Z FI2 A,
EEIZOWVTOREEEIS 2o 72 & $ USRI IZ SR oMl % 7255
LSS v, BENIMAE 2 WIRIIEZDEF 2§ THRIFIT-TT
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YL TRBFELDELAE DV Myra 13, BICBIRICHETE 2 WKL O
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FTIND—T LB VBN CTH B &) HRT BRIk b, ZO%
VEREIZOWTNAERAZLZATEVL DALY % L CTHRAIZH A
Myra OB % RIET 5,

F 72, Myra 12 1& Nellie 7% & 72 & Z A, “artistic people” (39) &
“moneyed friends” (39) & R I N L “HEHD KA VDL, BLIE7-O70
“rich and powerful” (40) & A4 EDfFZHEVIZVH WS LTWS, A
FOLDIZLELRINARHF LM E G e AGHERO 720 ICERELEC
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X 5|2 Myra IZMIEOWFEE 252 L 2IFELH, 202 3B LPEE
N~ EFHFOE W) ZITICE LTS R VEKREMZ 50 Myra 135U
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MO & RO BEFICIIE L OERREIZ “poison” (52) DSE-TW5H X912
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bo LHE A M L728— A1 7 OW ClEMx iy % ik cd - 72
Myra I3, =2 —3— 7 2BWTHXIWIZH 72 b IIGFoRE &R R
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EMABDTHD, —a—I—2I% Myra DRk EHBY, ZNHi-En
HBWELSESZLTHATE LTHIEEL T,

Bi4E D Myra & Oswald [ZVGHEFON 28 L 2055 T 5, 29
Vo BBV TIE, 22a—3 -2 LD dFEREZERLIELC LS L) %H
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TWw5 Nellie i, RETHERELMELRDL -AES LET 2 LPAER
IEVZBWIRIZE S 55,

Nellie D3 % Bivr 72 Myra (3 “No, I can’t bear teaching for you, Nellie.
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&% Myra OEEIZ, BEENTH 2 LEFABIELOBCOITOERTY %
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EHI12, BREORBE LTI ELTL2ONEAFTH D, Myra L)
BT o7z Nellie 235EH L, BRE2RNZHOPEZOT AT A DA v
JVATHbD, THUE Myra DI, Oswald 205 Nellie I25-2 5115,
L2*L Nellie 3ZDVik%Ee Ay 7 VAERELZR DZE-R Y, T2 7V
AR AR =2 —T =27 ® Myra £xiifab Ewan Gray (2287 % %
Esther |24 /X—= VDT LV ALy b&BEAH L LTWAED, B LT Myra
. AN VEELWAARETHIEALVWEF>oT0nD, €L THIZIE
Ewan OB ZF 5L ) FL L 0nwTHA) ETFHMLTWAEDTH L, +
LT, Oswald BMEFEDOLBE LML H L 507 M= ZADH T AR V1
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WERER V. ZoZ i3, KIMEDEL SIRED, BEDANHOEE
REABLTVWHEVWI LERIET L EEZOND, DF D Myra 3728 2
FRFEMICEDPRIRETH > TH, Hh b EAENLCWAIZER S Tk LTl
BT LIEMELHELILDTELDR-72THH ) ZEWELTLER
WX THEEns,

IV Oswald & Nellie &9 fthd

WERLR VEFR E EAN TR ERNORGEHL IS LN D Myra
LV TRTONERFRRLHELZ HEMIIZIT LD 5 Z LT E 5 DHE
LOFK Oswald ThH b, ZNIFFKhmE LCR UK EBHELEZ 225,
NEDRZ TG E) L V) BERIZBWT, O HEWNTERE > T
Wb, Oswald 138D XD REBEICBWTHIE LI LA L 3EE %2 LT he
T173% %, Oswald IZBAERIZTEERONT T & S h 2 WA TIC L < FEX i
THHEICHY 255, Nellie BPEIZ L7 L S ICBKREZTVEELRFEL S
L, FEADLRL) SN THHELAME Z LD L FTBURZEIC 2L b
%\, Oswald (& Myra OFOBEORNVERTH ), LIRS LB
WA S oz b idm 7 NMAEBIZHN S 2 LT, iz iUl
ICSELFLETH D 5,

& 512, Myra & Oswald 07 EHR X 72856, Oswald % R
REZERDIENTE D, MW ELTEREDE N Oswald OFREIE A
BEELIRD DR VDR L, Myra 13 LIZLIE Oswald DfTWIZ & - TR
LWL EIRE T TONBMOREEZELEINL PO THD, THE Myra
I2& 5T Oswald 13, &L b 725 T ERTH S LRI, LD
LORERBLLSEAT 2RENERZETIH S, 212 Myra 7% Oswald
% “enemy”’ LIFRFIEIX, Oswald #5721 TH <, WrREMER L
LCHET A H S DEREDARLENLE BIFTOTH 5,
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BT HRICEEE L 2282 FEANEH “enemy” & bR L TRk A AHS
EHENTWE, TOZODIEGHTHEDLILS “enemy” &\ SIEDEADE
WiE, €2 Y 7 EIR A EEL SR S B B, BRIt o B
LEFROMEZEZ SN/ TH S Myra O NEBIRERELE . K
B Lo TRMTET 2 OFI9ET A LHfEE S, Webster DfEfO T A &
ML EZ 5ND, KEREEZZTHSHAEEICA» 25 Nellie D
INEDEEGHTDIOL )72, THEDOEZHLWHIBRIIBNT, 72
BERS & R &0 ) BEBRICB W T Myra & Nellie I3x 7 EHRTH Y, 2512
B ot & v BLEIZB W T Myra HAGIE Nellie HACORIRME S & 7
5o MIFMEF 725 Myra D AL Nellie 1I2& > TEEDT N5 T
HHH, TNEHETTH Nellie DAEIZE > THTEHETH Y, Nellie
BFENEATCH LT A2 L, 9% 0 Nellie DFfETEIR Myra OAVH
EHIZHEAT S, LAl Myra D ANEZG#T 27 2 VA D% 2
125 Nellie lIZFESN, BLBENEARER LD LEBWARDTS LFLH
AT, RVERICEND Myra O NED, —DODOBEKRTDH ) IEFE
OB D ENFEERIRE 2 ENDLEET 21 { 2 & T, Cather I Myra @ Xk
) e ERZBMAANDOEDTHDHEAOBEEZRLTNEELEZLNS,

Cather DIEMTIET A ) B ITBIT2HBBREDO NESHrNL Z &3
2\ HY, Myra (FEIFRE A 2 KBUCICHED D OO H & ORS00 7 ik % 4
BIRE T\, Cather SLH#OHTO Myra DRLEMNITEEZTHD &,
Myra (&, O Pioneers! (1913) @ Alexandra %, My Antonia (1918) |Z51F
% Antonia D &) 7%, BN THEZEEIEIIZO0 09 ETHMIBETD
% 1L, Death Comes for the Archbishop \Z 37 % Latour ffi 5
Vaillant #i 0 D & 9 M HAEE TDH % v LA LRI The
Professor’s House \Z 3817 % ZAEM D St. Peter X, Shadows on the Rock
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(1931) ® Euclide Auclair ® X ) IZH.LAFE2 2 WAZHICMTAZLHT
X 72\, Myra 1E One of Ours (1922) @ Claude Wheeler X2, A Lost lady
(1923) I2B1F % Mrs Forrester ® £ 9 12, H.LEHOb 00, BHTHDE
HAOEEFRT AP RITIT0D, KZDET AV AIANTHY, RiElLo
HOBHED - ANEFR Do MRE L THRZOBHLIE UANE Z LIk 5,
Myra OfIE, BN CTHCERNOEZFHT A2 LI TER VIO S
CLLTELRVAMOKREEARNELH L TVDHEEZOLNLIDTH S,
F72, Myra (& [IURB] ELTTAYIANED, T A BB THER
FCORLEAMNRBEORBINHHEEDIELZENTELHIS, TIK
M 2HEFT L, T AV ALFEICBT S [IUR] &, BE2SU) SR
TAVANEBRLCEHAMBRE-LOEEHE G TLHETEH b,
Myra OfMIZIE, 7 AV A THUEHRLZ HIEL 200 R0 EAZ A2
AR ELEOLHEPEZEINTVwL L EZ BN,

B

1. ZO@ 122w T, Shunji Tsunoda (X, “One conspicuous trait in My
Mortal Enemy is that it presents dual opposing concept...” (1) &, F 78R
T3 A 7R3 A 2 20R L HEZAB L2 (69) iR L Twb,
Myra OHE ST 2 EFCTHM SN L, T2, EmOEKAKD Part T &
Part T 33 MEZ 2 LTRESNTWA, TR 5 OMIBIERLHZER DO BRSPS £
NODPEBT 2 DIHEEE LT, BEET 5 2 LT, Myra O NEBIRREO S
DERIZOWTH 7 BB R T LD TR AVWhEEZS5NS,

2. Willa Cather, My Mortal Enemy (New York: Vintage Books, 1954) 3. LT,
AR D My Mortal Enemy 75 D5 |HIET XTI OIS,

3. Milton Meltzer (&, “It [this book] sold well, however, partly because it
raised a debate over who the ‘mortal enemy’ was. Myra’s husband ?  Or Myra
herself ?” (122) L 35HT 5, Z DI DWW THI 21X David Porter 13, “Myra’s
‘my mortal enemy’ also fits the snakelike qualities she reveals...” (223) L&
%o

4. Cather DTEST O ANWO [#BE)] 123 EH T A Joseph Urgo X, Myra & F
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SF B A R A 8T %, “Cather’s text reveals that Myra Henshawe was
lived the life of an American crucible.” (195) & FKB 9 5%,

5. Nellie (&, Z2HICHEL TWAIHEHON T, BREOLo» ) LT WIEEY
BRI E /B2 EZTREY . ZIPHERICENLSSVDONAZ 2L L TN
LD, BELZEREEICSH 2009 biEbN 5 2 Lidhv, FED1910
FRDOT A HIBNT, KEOKRFHHEOERHRENIEH L TAL L, 2Lz
¥ Susan Boslego Carter O 7 — % 2L % & 19104EI2BWTT A 1 B O IYLEH]
LEORKEFE TR MR BOIHIZI8.4% TH Y | WERIL T ORNL K%
5 E75.2% & FDIEITF Y, F72 Caswell A. Ellis ®D19214FEDTF— 712k 5 &
B 5 2 2 DHICOWTIE THEE] & [REBF] BV TREHENS W,
Nellie 258 & 2 KENAEDFAL D, LFEDLFRBEOD, EHITHELHBE D
Vo 7RIS B DN E Vo722 L3 EL N WD, IR Ot
G LNV Z IS 2 EICIERASH 5, T HAED Nellie 75 Myra AT
DF L - T TH S Lid, e LTAAEKLRZ ETlER v,

6. COMEMDOTO T YT 4 YA LOMEIIZDWT, JEATI%E T B 218 Merrill
Maguire Skaggs (¥, Cather 259 7 ) AL IZRAZE U TV T % “Cather
associated realism with banal facts of everyday life” (90) &fgiEL T\ 5

7. 2@ Myra OfE[IZDWTIE, Harry B. Eichorn 3, “With no love for the
present, Myra turns away from human relations and finds comfort in thoughts
of death, the past, and religion.” (233) & 7i~X%

8. Myra & / V= ®FMIZ D\ Tt Harry B. Eichorn &, “Myra shares
Norma’s need to dominate her husband and her surroundings.” (242) & yE~<T\»
%o
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