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Change of Women’s Handwork in Family Life :
Focus on Researching Kurashi-no-Techo

#HOK
(Ai AOKI)

R

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to clarify change of Japanese women’s handwork performed at
home. I investigate articles of a magazine named Kurashi-no-Techo published from 1948 to 2014 from
viewpoint of handwork. Also, I discuss ethical consumption. The results show that change of women’s
handwork is related to the spread of western clothes and ready-made clothes after World War II. During a
period from 1945 to 1969, women learned dressmaking for family life and dealt with the spread of West-
ern clothes by handcrafting clothes. When ready-made clothes came to be easily available by establishment
of the apparel industry, people stopped handcrafting clothes, and it became natural to buy them in a shop.
We can see such a change in Kurashi-no-Techo. For example, while for several years just after the war,
Kurashi-no-Techo often featured “chokusen dachi”, which is practical for dressmaking, now in 2014, it
featured decorative embroidery, which is not so much practical for dressmaking. Thus, women’s handwork
reflects social conditions and changed from a housework-like thing into a hobby-like thing. Due to the
Great East Japan Earthquake, the consumption awareness of Japan changed from consumption for the self-
ish satisfaction to consumption for the ethical satisfaction. I feel that this change brings new value for fu-

ture handwork.
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 |mmm ap | (R | EIIGE
1948 5 14 106
1949 4.8 15 134
1950 2.8 10 160
1951 0.5 2.8 193
1952 0.8 3.5 196
1953 1 3 201
1954 1.5 6.8 202
1955 1.3 8.8 212
1956 1.2 7.2 225
1957 0.8 2.8 236
1958 1.6 6.8 236
1959 0.6 3 236
1960 0.6 2.8 236
1961 1 5.6 236
1962 1.4 8 236
1963 1.2 6.4 236
1964 0.8 3.8 236
1965 0.8 5 236
1966 0.8 4.4 236
1967 0.4 4 236
1968 0.5 3.7 236
1969 0.4 1.6 225
1970 0.3 1.3 220
1971 0.7 5 220
1972 0.5 2.2 220
1973 0.3 2 220
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1974 0.5 33 204
1975 0.7 4 207
1976 0.7 33 208
1977 1 4.8 208
1978 0.5 33 208
1979 0.3 1.3 208
1980 0.5 33 208
1981 1.3 7.5 204
1982 0.5 2.7 204
1983 0.7 6.2 204
1984 0.7 2.7 204
1985 0.5 4.2 204
1986 0.8 5 204
1987 0.8 5.7 204
1988 1 7.5 204
1989 0.8 5.3 204
1990 0.7 33 204
1991 0.7 5 204
1992 1 6 204
1993 0.8 5.8 204
1994 0.8 4.2 204
1995 0.5 1.7 204
1996 0.7 3.5 204
1997 0.8 32 204
1998 0.5 2.3 207
1999 0.5 3 204
2000 0.2 0.7 204
2001 0.5 25 204
2002 0.2 1.3 199
2003 1 7 179
2004 1 8 185
2005 0.7 33 184
2006 0.7 8 184
2007 1.2 12.3 184
2008 0.2 25 184
2009 0.5 6.2 184
2010 1 9.5 184
2011 1 10 184
2012 1.4 12.4 184
2013 1.1 10.6 184
2014 1 9.3 184
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1960 48 | 1.90% 0.60% 0.60% 0.30% 1.60% 1.00% 1.30% 0.30% 5.10%
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