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On the word “Kinzoku”(metal)

Masaharu Yoshino

Department of Japanese Language and Literature, Faculty of Culture and Representation, Doshisha
Women's College of Liberal Arts, Special appoitment professor

Abstract
“Metal” is translated as “kinzoku” in Japanese. It is generally known that “kinzoku” was
invented during the Edo period through studies partaken by Western science, but by whom or

how it was invented is not known.
The author insists that it was coined by Utagawa Youan who created it to correspond

“kinrui” which represents the idea of the chemical element in the west.
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