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Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to analyze the number of pupils and the factors or social
conditions required to meet the student quotas at about 220 private elementary schools in
contemporary Japan. The number of private elementary schools in Japan has been increasing
since 2002 when the Japanese government introduced a deregulation policy. This policy
permitted a variety of private entities, such as NPOs or private companies, to found their own
schools. The number of private elementary schools increased by 30% from the late 1990s.

As a result of quantitative analysis, we can see that the private elementary schools with
that reach student quotas are located in the urban areas and attached to famous senior high
schools or universities. The pupils can continue to these attached universities or high schools
almost without entrance examinations once they enter and graduate from these elementary
schools. Therefore, these schools tend to have more applicants than their capacity. On the
other hand, most of the small-sized private schools in the rural areas have been faced with the
difficulty of enrolling enough students to meet their quotas.

We should know that there are problems in the private elementary schools, from the point
of difficult entry criteria to the shortage of pupils at some schools in rural areas. These
difficulties arose directly from the policy allowing the establishment of private elementary
schools, along with the miscalculations of school managers.
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RINZAE Wk 43 — (03 4ELARRAISZ IR L O) 1.086 | 2.962 * 1.086 | 2.962 499 | 1.647 390 | 1.477
BINZAE _1945~70 4E % 3 — (03 4ELAREAINZ ISR L C) 495 | 1.640 484 | 1.623 261 | 1.298 169 | 1.184
AINZARE _1971~02 4E 53 — (03 AELAREAIZIZH L C) 072 | 1.075 167 | 1.182 209 | 1.232 266 | 1.305
PRREEIAL Y 3 — (PFakmie e LIS LC) 1.576 | 4.836 ** 1537 | 4.651 ** 1.501 | 4.486 *
PERERE S 3 — (PR LISK L C) 1.073 | 2.924 ** 952 | 2591 ** 915 | 2.497 **
AT _800 5 ALLES 3 — (25 5 ALLTFICxt L) 1.056 | 2.875 * 402 | 1.495
AIT_50~300 HAZ 3 — (25 HALLFIZH LT) .308 | 1.361 349 | 1.418
ANE _25~50 TG A% 3 — (25 TG ALL ISR LC) -.576 562 -.591 554
Pt _400 HMLLES 3 — (300 75 F 125k L) 1.655 | 5.233 *
Pt _850~400 /34 3 — (300 JJFIA 10 L C) .887 | 2.428
Jif% _300~350 714 3 — (300 5 PR L C) 285 | 1.330
TERL -.586 557 -1.453 234 -1.282 277 -2.935 .053
T ICRE 268.568 242.570 231.226 224.808

7 ) *p<.05 **p<.01 ***p<.001
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