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Summary

Twenty poems by Emily Dickinson are selected and translated into
Japanese here with notes, comments, and a brief bibliography. One
of the most unique of nineteenth-century American poets, Dickinson
wrote about 1800 poems in her life. Most of her works are often
described as charmingly beautiful, but, because they are condensed
into utmost brevity, they often have multiple levels of meaning, and
are therefore ambiguous and occasionally obscure.

Accordingly, many translators have attempted to render them into
Japanese, for years. And I have always felt that many of them are
good enough, but not satisfactory enoush, sometimes with
misunderstandings and sometimes lacking poetic delicacy in the
translated Japanese.

I am aware of the impossibility of translating poetry perfectly. But
I dared this time again to translate those poems of Dickinson, and I
hope my renderings may satisfy many Dickinson lovers and scholars
as well as critics.
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