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Abstract : The present study explored the relationship between reading comic books and basic personality

traits (Big Five ;

Wada, 1996) in female undergraduates. The Experiences of Reading Comic Books

Scale (developed by authors) and the Short Version for Big Five Scale (revised by authors) were ad-

ministered to female undergraduates (N =331). According to the cluster analyses and the principal com-

ponent analyses, three clusters were extracted as follows :

fusion of underworld and actual world, love sto-

ries for girls and adult women, and detective and adventure stories. The correlation analyses indicated that

conscientiousness inhibited reading comic books which depicted fusion of underworld and actual world.

The psychological effects of reading comic books were discussed.
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N % N % N % N % N % N % N % %
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al 75 227 31 9.4 | a_ll 56 169 10 3.0|b_1 57 172 24 73 |b_11 5 1.5 1
a2 45 13.6 20 6.0 | a_12 16 48 7 21|b2 96  29.0 45 136 | b 12 27 82 4
a3 63 190 15 45 | al3 3 0.9 3 09| b3 100 30.2 35 106 | b 13 12 3.6 3
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